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WHAT WiLL HAPPEN
To My COLLECTION?

by Gary Schneider

One question that bothers many collectors is—

“What will happen to my glass collection
when | [we] pass away or are forced to sell?”

few lucky people have a
daughter orsonwhohasan
interest in, and who would

love to build the collection further.
Lacking this, most of us want our
treasures to go to someone who
would appreciate them. Of course,
we would also like to get a respect-

E“Perhaps the

| most costly

} method of

| disposal is

I to sell to some-
| one who does

| not specialize
lin, or worse

} does not

| appreciate,

| your collection.*

able price for our collection when it
“goes.” Weoften ask ourselves how
to accomplish this.

The first and most important
taskis to educate yourchildren about
thevalue of your collection. You can
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easily do this if you have a
computer or usc index cards
to maintain your inventory,
your cost and current values,
A video tape on which you
“tour” the collection and
point out special picces that some
people might overlook could pay
big dividends. Be sure the children
know how to access the computeror
know the location of the video tape.
If you do not tape your collection,
photosattached to the index cards is
mostimportant, and you can always
resort to sketching if you do not
have a camera. A computer makes
pricing updates quite simple. It is
imperative to update once a year.
Assuming the children, or an
executor, will be disposing of the
collection, they will have several al-
ternatives to choose from. They can
sell by mail, by auction, sell to deal-
ers who specialize in your type of
collection or they can just sell the
collection out to the first antique
dealer listed in the phone book.
Let'slookateach choice, Tosell
by mail could require a tremendous
amount of time depending on the
size and quality of the collection.
The children could obtain member-
shiplists from clubsyoubelongtoor
advertise in newspapers that deal
with your type of collection. Your

computer list will certainly cut down
on the amount of time required to
compile a list needed to send to
interested collectors. This method
is most appropriate for a collection
of soughtafter pieces. However, they
run the risk of selling off the pnime
pieces in the collection, probably at
very good prices, and leaving the
more common hard to dispose of
pieces. These common pieces will
usually end up being sold at give-
away prices just to unload them.
When the total for the collection is
in, under this methed, the collec-
tion might bring considerably Jess
than putting the entire collection up
for auction.







